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2026 AIA BUFFALO/WNY  

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY 
 

To be eligible, applicants must meet the following qualifications: 

Applicant must have graduated from a high school within the AIA Buffalo/Western New York Chapter 

which is comprised of all Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Orleans, Genesee, and Wyoming 

Counties. 

Applicant must be enrolled in an college architecture program for the Fall 2026 academic term.  
Preference will be given to students in a NAAB accredited degree program. 
 

Applicant must be enrolled in the aforementioned program in the Academic Year 2026/2027. 

Please note: All scholarship monies must be used towards education in the Academic Year 2026/2027. 

Applicant must meet the following enrollment requirements:  

• At least one year of completed course work in an college architecture program by Fall 2026          

(e.g. B.Arch, M.Arch or Technical School/Community College). 

• Applicant can apply for repeat scholarships. 

• Applicant must submit official and complete digital application on or before March 12th, 2026 

(mandatory for consideration). 
 

 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

Completed Application   

High School Diploma   

Resume   

Applicant Statement (500 word max)  

Two Letter of Recommendation (One must be from a professor)   
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APPLICANT INFORMATION  

Applicant’s Full Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Contact Telephone Number: ________________________________________________ 

Contact E-mail Address:  ________________________________________________ 

Permanent Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________ 

 

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY INFORMATION: 

Name of College/University: ________________________________________________ 

Address of College/University: ________________________________________________  

      ________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________ 

Expected Graduation Date:  ________________________________________________ 

Name of Degree/Major:  ________________________________________________ 

Is the Degree NAAB accredited?  Yes  No  Candidacy Status  

HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION: 

Name of High School:  ________________________________________________  

Address of High School:  ________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________ 

      ________________________________________________ 

Please provide a copy of your High School diploma. 

APPLICANT SIGNATURE 
 

(By signing above, you agree that all information provided is accurate and complete) 

 
END OF APPLICATION 
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

APPLICANT RESUME 
Your resume should include educational background, architectural qualifications, relevant work 

experience (if any), architecture competitions, activities and information. Please limit to two pages. 

APPLICANT STATEMENT (CHOOSE ONE TO ANSWER) 

1. How do you envision utilizing your architectural education to foster meaningful connections within 

your community? 

 

2. Architecture can transform communities and influence social dynamics. Share how you plan to 
use your architectural education to address social challenges in a positive way. 

 

LETTERS OF REFERENCE 
• Provide two letters, (1) one must be from a current professor, the other can be from a faculty advisor, 

employer, or supervisor that can attest to your architecture interests and/or experience. 

• These people may not be relatives. 

• Letters should be written to the attention of the 2026/2027 AIA Buffalo/WNY Scholarship Committee. 

AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS/WINNERS 
• AIA Buffalo/WNY Chapter will dispense up to $3,500 in scholarship funding for 2026/2027 academic 

year, depending on quantity and quality of applicants, amounts may vary from year to year. 

• Winners will be notified by e-mail through the contact information provided above, no later than  

May 31st, 2026. 

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATION DIGITALLY: info@aiabuffalowny.org 
(Single Compiled PDF Only) 

• Please include ‘Scholarship Application’ and your LAST NAME in the subject line when submitting 

your application 

• No paper copies will be accepted 

• Please keep submissions to less than 5Mb 

• Applications must be received by 5:00pm on March, 12th, 2026. 

• Application questions may be submitted to info@aiabuffalowny.org and will be answered in a timely 

manner. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

The AIA Buffalo/WNY Chapter scholarship is intended to financially assist students enrolled in an 

architecture program that are from the AIA Buffalo/WNY Chapter constituent, which is made up of Erie, 

Niagara, Chautauqua , Cattaraugus, Orleans, Genesee, and Wyoming Counties. Only individuals who 

attended a high school within Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua , Cattaraugus, Orleans, Genesee, and Wyoming 

Counties qualify for the AIA Buffalo/WNY scholarship program.  

I am from Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Orleans, Genesee, or Wyoming County, but for 
any reason I did not attend High School within the constitute seven counties. Can I apply? 

• Yes. If you are from the Buffalo/WNY region and for any reason did not attend high school within one 

of the seven chapter counties please provide a photocopy of a birth certificate or similar legal document 

showing the local chapter constituent compliance. Please also provide a brief note as to why you did 

not attend high school locally (ie. Military family or school district boundaries). 

• A local address (ie. where you live while the semester is in session) does not qualify for the address 

requirement. If you are from outside of these seven counties, check with your local AIA Chapter 

component to see if they offer scholarships, or visit the AIA National webpage for a list of all AIA 

scholarships available. 

I am from Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, Orleans, Genesee, or Wyoming County, but I 
attend either an undergraduate architecture program, or a graduate architecture program outside 
of these counties. Can I apply? 

•  Yes. The architecture college program can be located anywhere, both nationally or internationally, as 

long as the applicant has a permanent address that falls within the seven counties that comprise the 

Buffalo/ WNY Chapter boundary. 

I have received an AIA Buffalo/WNY Scholarship in the past. Can I apply again? 

•  Yes.  Students can apply for the AIA Buffalo/WNY Scholarship in subsequent years.  

I am graduating from a college architecture program in May 2026 and I am NOT planning on 

continuing my education for the 2026/2027 academic year. Can I apply? 

• No.  Applicants must be enrolled for the entire 2026/2027 academic year to qualify for the AIA 

Buffalo/WNY Scholarship program. 

I am an incoming college freshman enrolled in a B.Arch program or commencing the first year of 

a M.Arch program in Fall 2026. Can I apply? 

• No.  You must have completed at least one complete academic year of studies within architecture 

college program before Fall 2026. 

Can a professor/supervisor send their letter of recommendation directly to AIA Buffalo/WNY? 

• No. You must submit the two letters of reference as part of the single compiled PDF submission. 

Please refer to the Application Checklist, included on the first page of this application for additional 

information on how to assemble your application. 

Application questions may be submitted to info@aiabuffalowny.org and will be answered in a 

timely manner. 
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